


Essere d’Acqua is a photographic film dedicated to the Venetian Lagoon: a visual and sonic narrative that 
weaves together photography, music and voice to explore the lagoon as a living organism, following the 
rhythm of seasons, tides and the creatures that inhabit it.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

SYNOPSIS

The Venetian Lagoon is an amphibious universe suspended between water and land. A fragile and ever-changing landscape where nature 
and human presence have coexisted for centuries. Essere d’Acqua tells this world through a photographic film built from real images, natural 
sounds, words and original music. The narrative unfolds through the seasons of the Lagoon, following the transformations of its landscapes and 
the creatures that inhabit it. Guiding the viewer is also the story of Ciano Mazaneta, a crab fisherman and symbolic figure of the fragile balance 
between humans and the natural environment. Two narrative layers intertwine: the natural world and the human story. A visual and sonic journey 
that reveals the deep breathing of the Lagoon.

Title: Essere d’Acqua
Running time: 65 minutes
Format: Cinemascope
Sound: 5.1 surround
Directed by: Enrico Soci, Paolo Spigariol

Photography: Paolo Spigariol
Texts: Isabella Panfido
Original music: Giuseppe Laudanna
Production © 2026:
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THE PROJECT

Essere d’Acqua is a 65-minute photographic film in cinemascope format dedicated to the Venetian Lagoon (a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1987). 
The project originates from an archive of more than 50,000 photographs taken by Paolo Spigariol starting in the 1980s. It is a visual and sonic narrative 
that combines photography, music and voice in a work that challenges the boundaries between cinema and visual art. It is neither a documentary 
nor a conventional film. Instead, it is a poetic narrative made of authentic photographic images edited in cinematic sequence and interwoven with 
music, texts and soundscapes. The story unfolds through the rhythm of seasons and tides, following the breathing of the lagoon and its creatures. 
The result is a hybrid language between photography and cinema, capable of portraying the Lagoon as a living and ever-changing organism.

THE WORLD OF THE LAGOON

The Venetian Lagoon and its fishing valleys form an amphibious and shifting universe. Elusive. Intimate. Often inaccessible. A space suspended 
between water and land, where boundaries are not lines but zones of transition. Where the fog does not only conceal: it protects. The city dominates 
the gaze. The Lagoon remains at the margins. Silent. “To know it and tell its story, I felt the need to come closer. To immerse myself in its liquid 
universe. To be rocked by the waves, to sink my steps into its muddy womb. To become amphibious myself. A crab among crabs. Essere d’Acqua 
was born from this gesture: not observing from outside, but inhabiting.” (Paolo Spigariol) 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Editing a photographic film means giving rhythm to what is still. Suggesting movement to images that were born as fixed moments. In Essere 
d’Acqua, more than one thousand photographs are interwoven with an extensive sound archive composed of voices, natural sounds and words 
from the lagoon’s unique vocabulary. The film also employs experimental shooting techniques, including cameras made amphibious through 
custom-built housings, allowing the Lagoon to be observed from unusual perspectives: at water level, beneath the surface, or through extremely 
panoramic compositions. All the images were captured live in the Venetian Lagoon.
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For information about the photographic film Essere d’Acqua:

www.esseredacquavenezia.it
info@esseredacquavenezia.it

PRESS IMAGES AVAILABLE
High-resolution images from the film

are available for press and festival use upon request.


